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BOOK NOTICES. 

Neu -Mecklenburg (Bismarck-Archipel). Die Kiiste von Umuddu 
bis Kap St. Georg. Forschungsergebnisse bei den Vermes- 
sungsfahrten von S. SI. S. Mowe im Jahre 1904. Von Dr. Emil 
Stepban und Dr. Fritz Graebner. Berlin, 1907, Dietrich Reimer (Ernst 
Vohsen). Pages xii and 242, with chart, 10 plates, 133 text illustrations, and 
3 pages of music. 

Siidseekunst. Beitrage zur Kunst des Bismarck- Archipels und zur 
Urgeschichte der Kunst iiberhaupt. Von Dr. Emil Stephan. 
Berlin, 1907, Dietrich Reimer (Ernst Vohsen). Pages xvi and 145, with 13 plates, 
2 sketch maps, and 103 text illustrations. 

Geographers who since 1885 have had to carry in the mind the double nomen- 
clature of the Bismarck Archipelago, that which it received by right of discovery 
and that which was forced upon it by official bureaucracy, will enjoy a sense of 
satisfaction in finding that any German, particularly one in official station (Dr. 
Stephan is a surgeon in the German navy), acknowledges that Neu-Mecklenburg 
might far better retain its historic name of New Ireland. The reason which he 
assigns is an amusing one. It would better have served to indicate, he says, the 
historic development, if the fact were prominently presented, that in this case the 
young colonial power had ousted the sea-queen Albion, that it had laid hands 
upon the discoveries of a Dampier and a Carteret. For Germans, he continues, 
there is no glory in" the possession of a Neu-Pommern and a Neu-Mecklenburg ; in 
the possession of a New Britain and a New Ireland there would have been glory. 

For the former of these two volumes, with which alone the present notice will 
concern itself, there can be nothing but praise in the broader aspect of treatment, 
and for the more intimate detail of the conclusions to which the authors are led 
there must be careful consideration, even though in some particulars we are not 
quite able to lend ready accession. The present writer must acknowledge a lively 
interest in, rather than claim an extensive familiarity with, the region so 
thoroughly covered in Dr. Stephan's work, for when he made two reconnaissances 
along the same coast the labor trade was at its infamous height, now more than a 
setae of years ago. The shore was deserted and such population as still cowered 
in the mountain recesses naturally avoided any ship in the offing. 

In its larger scope, the method of the work of Dr. Stephan and his learned 
collaborator, Dr. Graebner, of the Museum fur Volkerkunde at Berlin, may well 
serve as a model for reports of this class. It combines the detailed precision of a 
well-kept field-book with the orderly treatment of a monograph. 

So far as concerns the former aspect of the work, it is to say that Dr. Stephan 
has confined himself rigidly to the territory which came under his own notice 
while serving on the survey ship Mowe. This region lay upon the westerly, or 
St. George's Channel, side of New Ireland from 3°5o' s. to 4°5i' s., one degree 
and one mile, and beyond this limit of his personal exploration the author has had 
the scientific courage to refrain from passing. Within this limit it is difficult to 
believe that anything cfan have escaped his diligent perquisition or have failed to 
attract his curious investigation. To what extent he examined all things we may 
judge from his census or directory of the towns upon the coast. For each house 
he gives a concise description of its building, the pagan and the Christian names 
of the householder, of his wives and of his children, notes the possession or lack of 
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cook-house, hen-house and pigsty, together with the class of his canoe, the number 
of his arable fields, cocoanut trees, swine, hens and dogs, and in the latter case 
gives the names of each, together with such other remarks as may serve to sum a 
very complete picture of the family. 

Now, we may not need to use this intimate information from the coast of New 
Ireland, but it does leave us with the feeling that the information in other parts 
of the volume must be minute and accurate in the same degree, and that is an 
impression which it simplifies things very much to have. It may be said that 
Dr. Stephan's observations on the people correspond very closely with those of the 
writer, based upon acquaintance with undoubtedly cognate stock in Mioko and 
the Gazelle Peninsula; yet we cannot agree with his conclusion that physically 
they show a Polynesian admixture. It is interesting to find that his all too brief 
vocabularies avail to confirm in many particulars a vocabulary from New Ireland, 
region or tribe not specified, which was published by Duffield in the first volume 
of the Proceedings of the Royal Society of Queensland; owing to the collector's 
declared preconception of an Egyptian origin for these Melanesians, we were in- 
clined to doubt the worth of that vocabulary. 

With such a mass of carefully detailed notes one must admire the generous de- 
votion of Dr. Stephan in sharing the credit for the development of the broad 
results of the work. To himself he reserved the discussion of the art sense in the 
people of his study, forming the second of these volumes. For the rest he enlisted 
the trained acumen of Dr. Graebner, to whom is largely due the presentation of 
the ethnological results. Nor was the sharing of the credit confined to this great 
act of unselfish zeal for accuracy. Within the work are special subjects worked 
out by masters of the respective subjects. Thus we find a chapter on boat construc- 
tion and seamanship elaborated by Oberleutnant-zur-See Kliipfel, and the article 
on the music of the New Irish is from the research of Prof. Erich M. von Horn- 
bostel, of the Psychological Institute of the University of Berlin. One thing only do 
we miss from this work — that is to say, there is almost a complete absence of treat- 
ment of the legendary history of the peoples who passed under Dr. Stephan's 
observation. He recognizes this lack and offers an explanation which will evoke 
the sympathy of such as have found themselves similarly situated. He was im- 
perfectly acquainted with the speech of any of these people, and within the sixty 
miles of his examination the differences are so great as to present an insuperable 
obstacle, and his only means of communication was the pidjin of the Western 
Pacific, the beach-la-mar tongue. This is a most amusing jargon, one which 
remarkably facilitates ready communication of simpler needs, but we know from 
seiio-comic experience that it does not lend itself at all to investigation of tradition 
and cosmopoetic myth. Furthermore, even had the linguistic difficulty not existed, 
such material is by these islanders regarded as esoteric, and could only be ac- 
quired by a white man after confidence had been fully established and relations 
of sympathy entered upon. We must hope that, with the spread of German inter- 
est in their South Sea empire, skilled observers will engage upon the by no means 
hopeless task of ingratiating themselves with these savages and putting on record 
the recollections of the past, for our inner knowledge of the Melanesian tract is 
sadly to seek. 

We note that our author, in expressing his thanks to those who have facilitated 
his work, mentions cordially his publisher — a relation that one is apt to neglect. 
Those who are familiar with the recent stage of the house of Dietrich Reimer well 
know what a zealous student in geography Mr. Vohsen has shown himself to be. 

W. C. 



